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EU: Klaus Haensch Criticizes Italian EU Presidency 
AU1402185896 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 14 Feb 96 p 3 


[Report by “mbe": “European Parliament President 
Criticizes Jiahan EU Presidency” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Strasbourg — On Tuesday the 
Italian Government was criticized by Klaus Haensch, 
the president of the European Parliament, for neglecting 
its current duties as EU Council president. At the same 
ume he called for revising the current procedures in the 
EU for formulating common foreign and security policy 
interests 


The reason for Haensch’s unusually harsh intervention 
is the fact thal, because of the current government crisis 
in Rome, Italy is represented only by civil servants 
at the debates in the European Parliament. Normally, 
the foreign minister of the respective EU president is 
present at least during political debates in Strasbourg 
This week issues of, among other things, the current 
crisis in Mostar as well as the Northern Ireland conflict, 
are on the agenda of the people's representatives 


Dealing with important topical issues cannot wait for 
the formation of national governments, Haensch noted 
critically. Regarding the government conference on re- 
vising the Maastricht Treaty, which will be opened in 
late March. the president demanded that the common 
foreign and security policy must ‘get one face in the 
truest sense of the word and must he represented more 
Steadily than during the respective (six-month) Coun- 
cul presidency. On this occasion, Haensch advocated 
agreeing, for reasons of credibility, on “one person’ to 
represent the EU's foreign policy interests at the inter- 
national level. Even though this is not a must for him, i 
is obvious that this office should be filled by a member 
of the EU Commission 


EU, CoE Agree on Financial Aid Program for 
Russia 


AU 1402182396 Paris AFP in English 
1739 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Strasbourg, Feb 14 (AFP) 
— European Union and Council of Europe [CoE] 
officials signed a financial aid programme for Russia on 
Wednesday [14 February) designed to boost democratic 
instituuons in the Russian Federation 


The 1.2-million ECU (1.67-million dollar) package is to 
strengthen federal structures, introduce mechanisms to 
protect human rights, and reform the legal system 


The accord was signed by Daniel Tarschys, secretary 
general of the Council of Europe, and Hans van den 
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Brock. EU cemmussioner for relations with castern 
Europe. 


Russia will formally become the Council of Europe's 
39th member country in February or March and the 
package will help 1 implement its promise to cafry out 
reforms tc comply with democratic and human nghts 
standards laid down by the organization 


EU: Santer Pledges Support to Northern Ireland 


1.D1402153296 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
im English 1320 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[By Geoff Meade, PA News in Brussels! 


[FBIS Transcribed Teat] The European Union will help 

by all appropriate means” to get the Northern Ireland 
peace process back on the rails, European Commission 
president Jacques Santer pledged today 


A 240 million pound EU peace package is already 
helping rebuild trouble-torn areas of the Province, but 
Mr Santer told MEPs in Strasbourg that he was anxious 
to do anything else he could to ensure the negotiations 
did not collapse 


We cannot give way to terrorism. We all condemn it 
The European Union will continue to demonstrate total 
solidarity with the people of Northern Ireland in thei 
hopes of peace and reconciliation,” he declared 


The commission president said the EU cash to promote 
peace was already having an impact and there was no 
question of reversing that process 


It is the determination of the governments involved 
and the people themselves to restore peace which wil! 
tnumph over terrorism and stop the violence 


The EU is ready to help the governments concerned by 
all appropriate means to re-establish the peace process 


SDLP icader John Hume, who is also a Euro-MP. told 
the Strasbourg parliament today that all parties in the 
peace process must get round the negotiating table as 
$007 as possible 


But Democratic Unionist leader the Rev lan Paisicy 
told fellow MEPs that it was wrong to believe that the 
ceasefire was ever in full operation 


He said people should be aware that even during the 
17 months of ‘peace’. car bombings and punishment 
beatings had continued in Northern Ireland, with 10 
people killed durmng the ‘ceasefire 


Mr Santer said that following last Priday's bombing in 
London the determination to achieve a lasting peace was 
stronger than ever - in Brussels as well as in Belfast 
London and Dublin 
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UK: Ancram Urges Elections Even Without 
Cease-Fire 

LD1$802121096 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
im Fnelish 1158 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(By Deric Henderson, PA News| 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] An clectuion can be held in 
Northern Ireland without a ceasefire, Stormont minister 
Michael Ancram said today 


As London and Dublin officials met to discuss moves t 
try to end the political deadlock, Mr Ancram confirmed 
that clecuions to a new forum were sul! regarded by 
Britain as the best way forward 


There can he clections without ceasefires. There can 
he negotiations between democratic parties who accep 
democratic principles, he said 


That is the process we have been involved in for some 
ume now and that process will continue 


Mr Ancram, the Northern Ireland Office minister in 
charge of political development, who was speaking al 
Armoy, County Antrim, as the first of the SOO extra 
troops Degan afriving in the province following the 
end of the IRA ceasefire and the Lendon Docklands 
hombPing, repeated that there could he no ministerial 
comact with Sinn Fein until there was a genuine end to 
the violence 


| hope the IRA will see the damage which has been 

done to the interests of everybody in Northern Ircland 
and, indeed, throughcwt the island, and | hope the 
ceasefire will be remstatod, he sand. But he refused 
‘9 be drawn when asked if Sinn Fein could take part in 
clections without an IRA ceasefire 


John Major had already made it clear that once the 
clection was out of the way all j aries would move 
directly and speedily to negotiations, he said 


He went on ‘The form of the clections ha to he 
discussed with the parties and we are domg so at the 
moment. Discussions are also being held with the Irish 
Government, but I'm not prepared to enlarge on the 
details of those elections 

The purpose of the clection would be to lead to all 
party negotiations 


But asked if Sinn Fein could he allowed to take 
part, Mr Ancram sand When we have completed 


our consultations with all the parties and the Duhiir 
Caovernment and see a consensus ast 
we will then be prepared to publish details 
process will Ne 


the wavy forward 
fw? al > 4! 
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lt would not be nght for me at the mome 

either the discussions of the written paper wt 
} . » > | . , . 

published here alter those discussions 


UK: IRA Blames Major For End of Ceasc-t ire 


MS1S02110096 Dubun AN PHOBLACHI 
REPUBLICAN NEWS in English 1S Feb 


[Interview with “Spokesperson for the General He 
quarters Stall of /Cg!aig! 
ines in Gaelic; Call of the Irish]: received via | 


1S Feb. all Quotalions as reocived 


IFBIS Transcribed Text] AP/RN [An Phot ach Re 
ican News The She KWaVeS it mthe 'RA r um A 
in East Londut n Friday if¢c sti reverhetating Mi 


people will he asking: Just what Prought the 1s 
i 


ng IRA cessation to an end 


IRA: Put plainiy and Miuntly, the end 

was brought about by John Major's cyt 

betrayal of the histone opportunity oftered hy 
peace imtiative. When we were appro lw 
possilie alternative way 
even though we were sceptical We has 
persuasion 

AN/RN: Can you capand on that repls 


IRA: The IRA leadership dei.vered a 


Lon Of Multtary operavions on a4 cicafl 

shared inderstanding iat if sive acy 

framdiy commence to Pring a paviat pres 
md a peace sctliement The British 5 

mitted itself to this pubialy. Sot hd the D 

crniment 

Let us be crystal clear about this John Mayor: , 
mh these commitments, pul y pive aL 

had faith Crroughout the period of the IRA 
introducing one new precond ler at cr oH 


hetraved the Irish peace process and has 
sguandered U 
age-Ond Conflict Netwocer 


He did ‘ ; Acct hee 7 ‘ ‘ f “cr 


In place of the promised negotiations we have fad a ve 
and a fall of stalling, prevartication and provowa w" 
various p cal devices Peirg | i - , 
if a negotiation scenarw for the foreseca’ 

From all of this we could only finaliy conclhud 
surrender of political defeat of Irish republicans « 
tual agenda for the tactical engagement Py | Kr 
government in the Irish peace ative 

For 18 months the B ar Pho ‘ ¢ 

tunity whach existed and f “ 








“ pT Hubited eithout PETIT cn # 
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considerations above progress by underwriting and re- 
inforcing the unionist veto thal they themselves had be- 
stowed 


AP/RN: Wasn't it naive to expect the British govern- 
ment to deliver on thar commitments’ 


IRA: On the contrary. Trusting the Briush government 
played no part in our decision of 31 August 1994 
Twenty-five years of countering British poliucal and 
military strategies were sufficient guard against that 
In fact the Brush government was not consulted. Our 
approach was based firmly on political realities and on 
our responsidility in secking a just and lasting peace 
settlement 


It was the Irish peace initiative, put together by Irish 
nationalist parties which we responded to. When it 
emerged we responded on 5 October 1993 by stating 
Ogiaigh na hireann welcomes this inmtative.... if the 
poliucal will exists or can be created, it could provide 
the basis for peace 


It was in fact the nationalist partics who persuaded 
us that the potential existed, within the nationalist 
consensus, for a viale alternative dynamic for change 


So on 31 August 1994 we announced a complete 
cessauion of mulitary operations stating that it was our 
wish to: “Enhance the democratic peace process,” and 
to “significantly contribute to the climate,” which would 
allow for ‘the inclusive negotiations necessary if there 
is to he a resolution of the conflict 


The political will to make peace and the putting in place 
of inclusive negotiations as the essential mechanism for 
doing so are the criucal tests which were put to the 
British government. They were in fact the litmus test of 
their seriousness about peace-making. They have clearly 
demonstrated their absence of will. They have clearly 
rejected the means to peace 


‘The end of the cessation was brought about by John 
Major's cynical misuse and betrayal of the historic 
opportunity offered by the Irish peace initiative 


AP/RN: Where then do we go from here? Are you 
opumistic about the way forward’ 


IRA: it isn’t a question of optimism of pessimism. It is a 
question of realism. The fundamental issues at the hear 
of the conflict are unchanged. There is only one place 
for all the political representatives of the Irish people to 
go and that is to the negotiating tadic. Current British 
policy prevents all those with a democratic mandate 
from sitting around that table. Their denial of Irish 
democratic rights is at the core of the conflict, Where 
national nghis are demoed, where justice is denied, where 
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the nghts of a community are denied tien there is 
inevitable conflict 


AP/RN: Is it your view that the peace process ts 
completely over’ 


IRA: In our statement announcing the end of our 
complete cessauon of mulitary operavons we sad 
The resoluuon of conflict in our country demands 
justice. It demands a negotiated settiement. That 1s 1 

possibile until the British government faces up to its 
responsibilities 


The peace process, thus far, has been thwarted hy British 
and unionist intransigence but the search for a just and 
lasting peace must contunue. What is required 1s a mean- 
ingful process that is capable of leading to a negot- 
ated setuement. A peace process which 1s subveried hy 
Britain, and used in a vain attempt to secure an IRA 
surrender 1s 90 more than a sham. Oglaigh na hireann 
firmly formed a view, before our 9 February statement 
that there wasn't even a glimmer of hope that Britain 
anc in consequence the unionist leaderships, were re 
motely engaged in positive engagement, at this ime 
Ogiaigh na hireann therefore couldn't persist in a shan 
whose sole purpose had become the attainment of at 
IRA surrender 


AP/RN: What then of the role of others in the peace 
process. Was enough done to press forward’ 


IRA: Let me again refer you to our statement of ¥ 
February. We noted that our cessation of August 1994 
had: “Presented an historical challenge to all involved 
We commend the leaderships of nationalist Ireland at 
home and abroad, they rose to the challenge. The British 
prime minister did not 


However, we must take John Bruton to task for his 
speech in Leinster House on Tuesday, 14 February 
when he claimed that he was Setrayed by the IRA Joho 
Bruton knew well the basis upon which we agreed | 
a complete cessation of military operations on Augus 
1994. It was a quid pro qvo understanding that 
party talks would commence rapidly It was 4 cleat 
and unamMmguous understanding which the previous 
Taoweach was clear about and which John Bruton was 
informed of when he assumed office Let him not cry 
hetrayal to us 1S months later 


When we were approached with a p asiPic alternative 
way forward we acted in good faith even though we 
were xepuical We have heen open to persuasion The 
wrecker of the Irish peace process, the one who acted 
m had faith trom the outect was the Britiah prime 
minister He actually began his ‘address to the Britis! 
people’ on Monday, 12 Fetruary. with a direct lie lifted 
from a fahncated commumguc, which was cup sed 
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Sinn Fein’s document setung the Record Swaight in 
November 1993 


AP/RN: Let us turn to the very immediate consequences 
of the Canary Wharf bombing. Two innocent civilians 
died and scores of others were injured. What 1s your 
response to that? 


IRA: Our claim of responsibility noted that “regrettable 
civilian injunes covid have been avoided had the British 
forces responded promptly to detailed and specific 
warnings which they received. That said, let me say, 
that we profoundly regret the loss of innocent life and 
the injury of noncombatants and though i won't be 
any comfort to those wh. have suffered we accept 
totally our responsibility in that regard. However, ict 
us (deal with the facts: at $.30pm we announced an 
end to our cessation. From $.3Spm muluple warnings 
were given | various agenctes on both sides of the 
Irish Sea. Warnings were als~ sent directly to South 
Quay, Canary Whart. We indicaied that a massive bomb 
would detonate at South Quay at 7pm and called for its 
complete evacuation. We persisted with calls nght up 
until 7pm. At 7.01pm the bomb detonated. Two people 
in a shop, not twe hundred yards from the bomb site 
pinpointed by ws, were killed. We deeply regret this 
We have given our account which can be independently 
verified. The British forces must explain why, after a 
full 91 munutes, they had allowed civilians to remain in 
proximity to a massive bomb which they had not only 
heen warned about, but which they had actually located 
Adequate and verifiable warnings should be acted upon 
We can of course speculate why the Briush forces acted 
as they did. That is for them to answer. We wish only 
to offer our condolences to the relatives of the dead and 
to those injured. We did all in our power to prevent 
injuries 


AP/RN: Many wonder is Canary Wharf a one-off action 
or a shot across the bows of the British government 
What do you say’ 


IRA: Let me repeat our statement of 9 February: It 1s 
with great reluctance that the leadership of Ogiaigh na 
hireann announces that its complete cessation of military 
operations ended at 6pm, Priday, 9 February 


We in Oglaigh na hireann will continue to assert Irish 
national rights in the face of British denial for as long 
as 18 NECEKSAry 


AP/RN: What cf the possible loyalist response. Do you 
anticipate that they will end their cease-fire’ 


IRA: Let us be absolutely clear about this. The IRA 
have no desire to engage loyalists in any military sense 
We do know that they have continued to very actively 
target nationalists Guring the last year and a half 
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On the other hand they have shown themselves capa- 
ble of imaginalnve and radical thinking at times. If thei 
leadership 1s strong enough to prevent them reinvolving 
themselves in the murderous sectafian allacks on na- 
uonalists and Catholics which have been their stack 
trade for the past 75 years then that would of course he 
welcome 


As republicans we are absolutely opposed to sectarian. 
ism but history has shown that the British government 
‘dirty tncks department’ have armed and unleashed |oy 
alism at any stage where the British are under signif 
cant pre.sure about their own role in Ireland. We can 
only hope that loyalists will not allow themselves to he 
used as surrogates or dupes for either the British or the 
unionist leaders 


The basic flaw in loyalist working-class ideology ts 
that their sole objective has been to maintain an elite 
British and unionist upper-ciass establishment. All their 
killing is based on not wanting change. It is a massive 
contradiction for organisations made up of working- 
class peopie. Let us hope that such contradictions have 
heen resolved 


AP/RN: Could you give us your views of where the 
nauonalist consensus now stands and where does Sint 
Fein go from here” 


IRA: From our position we fee! that nationalism in Ire 
land has a general consensus on a number of fundamen 
tals 


1. There is broad agreement that what is required are 
real and meaningful negotiations about how a setiicment 
can be achieved, 


2. There is agreement that current political arrangements 
have utterly failed and must be replaced 


4. There is agreement that there can he no internal 


setiiement within the Six Counties. 


4 There is agreement that Britain has a central role in 
enabling and persuading parties to participate in arriving 
at a settlement in Ireland, but that there cannot be peace 
uniess Britain wants it, 


5. There is broad agreement that Britain has. thus fa 
failed to live up to its responsibilities 


6. There is also agreement that the most urgent task 
facing all of us is the ending of conflict in Ireland « 
the basis of a just and lasting peace 


As to what Sinn Fein now does, that of course is a matter 
enurely for Sinn Fein. They, like us, will follow then 
orva counsel, Sinn Fein have already stated publi ly that 
they are absolutely committed to thew peace strategy 
We naturally wish them every success 
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AP/RN: Since the ending of your cessation there has 
been consideraDic speculauon amongst journalists, Com- 
mentiators and some poliucians about possible [RA splits 
and about relations between Sinn Fein and yourselves 
Do you have any comment? 


IRA: Setung aside the fact that there is a degree 
f muschic!-making in some predictable quarters, ict 
ss deal with the question of IRA splits. It 1s worth 
pomtung to the high levels of discipline shown Dy 
IRA Volunteers over 18 long months of cesss*-on in 
the face of continuous provocation. Let us not forget 
that the Priush forces didn't have any cessation of 
acuvitics. House raids, arrests, harassment, the finng 
of plastic bullets, the recruitment of informers and the 
reforuficabon of military strongholds continued apace 


We take this opportunity to salute the patience, forutude 
and discipline of all 


ur Volunteers. They compare 


UNITED KINGDOM 


A) 


more than tavouraNiy wilh activists in any lteTabon 
movement worldwide of indeed in Irish history. There 
ae no splits, we we united in ail our acuons. Our 
commiuiment and dctermination remain sicadtast 


As to your latter point. Sinn Fein came forward with a 
Straicgy for peace through ncg 
years ago. It has said publicly on many occassions that ut 
will Ccontiauc, whatever the prevailing circumstances, i 
pursue thal strategy and that goal We have no probiem 
with thal and have only praise for ew sterling cllorts to 
intraduce navonal democracy to Ircland. But Sinn Fein 
is not the IRA. The IRA is not Sinn Fein. We will listen 
Carefully to any pares of persons who have an opinion 
of advice to offer us, Put on the final analveis we make 
our own decisions and follow our own counse 


uated sctUicment some 
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Ireland: Government To Resume Contact With 
Sine Fein 

LD140220249% London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
m English 1843 GMT 14 Feb 


(By Chris Parkin, PA News) 


[FBIS Transcrifed Text] The Insh Government will 
resume contact ai Sinn Fei on Friday bul not 
al munisterial lieve! 


Semor Dublin civil servants are to have talks with the 
Sinn Fein leaderstup a week to the day after the party's 
IRA allies ended thew |7-month ceasefire with a bomb 
m London's Docklands 


They will cxamune the prospects for restoring the 
cessation of terrors violence in the face Irish Premuoer 
John Bruton’s decision to ban ministerial mectungs with 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams and his collcagues until 
the IRA reverse thew ceasefire decision 


Telephone contact between Insh government officials 
and top Sinn Fein figures was activated soon after the 
London bombing, but within 24 hours Mr Bruton acted 
to block top-level exchanges with the IRA's political 
representatives 


Deputy irish premucr and Foreign Minister Dick Spring 
defended the move tomght, asserting “The Irish Gov 
crament cannot meet Mr Adams because of what hap 
pened in London last Priday 


That is the consistent position taken by all Irish 
governments since the foundation of this state 


The IRA ae the ones who have broken the relation 
ship 


But he added his view that Mr Adams - a frequent 
caller at Dublin's government buildings ahead of last 
week's bomb - retained “a very important position in 
the present situation 


Ireland's Reynolds: IKA ‘CGoaded’ Into London 
Rom bing 

LDIS02130996 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

m English 1242 GMT 1S Feb 


[By Chris Parkin. PA News! 


(PBIS Transcribed Text] Britain's response to an inter 
national report on the Northern Ireland peace process 


IRELAND 
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aris suc Was Uc sifaew thal Proke ie cami! § Pack 
for the IRA occascfire. former Inch Pome Minwia A 
hert Reynolds sand toxday 


Speaking during the sages of a three-day Inst 
pariamentary Gchate on the Northern Ircland peace 
process, be claamed Pome Minter john Major's re 
action to the report had amounted to Ue greaiew cha 
lenge that goaded them (the IRA) into proving they were 
Pack im cruisieonce 

The arms report - submutied last month by 
headed Sy former United States Senate Gorge 
Mitchell - sand that a call by Bretwn for an IRA mov 
towards arms decommusson abcad of thew Sinn I 
alles’ entry into all-party talks on Northern Ircland 
was unrcalistic 


Mr Major angered the Insh yovernment and Northers 
Ireland nationalists by strongly backing Ulster Unionist 
plans for clections in the province 


Mr Reynolds - regarded as one of the key architects 
the peace process, who was closely involved in moves 
leading up to the now- collapsed IRA ceascfire - was 
listened to hy a hushed Dail chamher 


He said the Mitchell report had heen a Mucprin | 
the end of the war for ever 


The sooner those who were connected with the hom 
ings were part cv the reac c hal x ras +? e sooner a « 
would he reached 


He called for a commiument to all-party talks in Nort? 
ern ircland and a return to the peace prowess 
Referring to the decimon to recall SOD troams to Ulster 
he said Britain had heen partners in peace with Ircland 
and added: I hope by the action im Pringing Pack 
trocyys they are not capecting the Irish government | 
he partners in war 


The Dail dehate 
statements and not followed by a vote 
from two to three days yesterday af the rogues of 
opposition parves. It will he wound up hy Irish Prom 
Minister Joho Bruton later today 


laking the wm of a scTws ’ 


was criendal 
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CGermeny: Kinkel Views Mostar, Talks With 
Tudjman 

AU1402125996 Colog-a Deutechlandurh Networt 
im German 0710 GMI 14 Feb 


[Telephone imervew woth German Foreign Miniter 
Kiaus Konkel m Bonn by Frank Capellan in Cologne 
tudo on 14 February — live! 


[PBIS Translated Text) [(Capellan] Goad morning Mr 
Kinke! 


[Kunkel] Good morning 


(Capellan}] Mr. Kinkel, why have you sot managed to 
convince Pranjo Tudjman to otserve the agreements 
without ifs and Puts 


[Kinkel] That has got something to do with the fact that 
too Many terrible things have happened in the former 
Yugoslavia, and also in Mostar. And nobody can cupect 
these events to he forgotien that quickly. That is the 
real reason Nelund vt. And, of course, there is still a 
great decal of hatred and animosity there. It would be 
wrong to deny that. | have ted to convince President 
Tudsman, the foreign minister, and everyone cise whom 
| spoke to that the Bosmaks and Croats have taled 
agree on the division of Mostar into several districts 
that on 14 January they all agreed to ofeerve a decree 
by Mr Koschmck, which all of a sudden they no longer 
consider valid, although Koschnick had to tssue that 
decree Necause they failed to come to an agreement 
We now have to urge them to oteerve ut. We fully 
support Hans Koschmck. | am not the only one to hack 
hum, NATO Secretary General Solana was also there | 
met Holhrooke im Zagreb yesterday He also wanted & 
exer pressure on Tudyman, and so did Itahan Foreign 
Minister Agnelli We have to continue exerting pressure 
hull we should not dramatize the issuc 


[(Capellan) If we accept renegotiations, will this fot 
undermune Hans Koschmck's authority” 


[Kinkel) You talk about accepting renegotiations | sad 
very clearly yesterday that Koschonck's decree is valid 
for us Europeans, for the Americans, and for NATO 
We cannot prevent the parties to the conflxt from 
making another atiemypt af commng to an agreement | 
think that Gus is the ngit way. If they had come to an 
agreement carler, Hans Koschnick s decree woud not 
have heen necessary Sometimes you get the impression 
that they forget that Koschnwk came to Mostar at 
the mvitation of the conflicting parties, that the EU is 
very committed, that we want to help. The attacks on 
Koschnk are absolutely unacceptabic | sand that very 
clearly yesterday And | have heen promised that this 


will not happen again 
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|Capellan} The Croats regard Gerimany a the icy & 
the EU. Have you demanded something im reaurn’ The 
Croats juss Cannot keep caching the contract all the 
ttm 


[Kenkel] Cine has to stay calm there and analyre the 
situation as ut was. The Croats were comstructive m the 
Cuntact Group. This has to be sad They were als 
constructive with regard to the Dayton agreement. ty 
Mostar they have a special probiem. Tudpman undou 
edly has some influence there. But he ts not the presses 
of Bosma-Herzegovina, but of Croatia Yet. be has 
cneure (hat the instigators of the provecaton there du 
apypcal 

(Capellan] Do you unk that he can do tha 


[Kemke!] Yes. | thoak that be can do a He has 
remove them from the political stage 
so yesterday Bul one has realize that tw 
come together there, so to speak, also m the Mlacks 
on Koschmck. You have the catremests, of which tx 
has only limited influence, bul cnough to climate 
them. And on the other hand. 5 
are dissatisfied with the divwmion of the crty. They are 
basically peaceful, hu they are still wader the influence 
of the terre events. When you stand at the river there 
and look at the castern and western parts of the city 
move through Poth. you see what happened there and 
that «t cannot he removed from one day to the neat 
1 do hot want to preach peace when i looks as if a 
were chdangered. | want to sate clearly that Mostar 
and Sarajevo, in patticula, are symbols of the need 
lor people to come together again It is impossihic 
that the Dayton agreement should he questioned m 
Places that are a symbol for multi<thnn cocustene 
All conflicting parties have to be told that. But one must 
not give up when the first proMiems come along, and onc 
must not dramauze the situation too much. I also have 
to (hake sure that (hungs contiruc, and we must not lose 
our sam na now that we are in the maddie of a civilan 
anc military implementation process in Mostar I ale 
viested our German troops yesterday. | got an crxcelient 
impression of the troops that ae pattaipating in the 
NATO tuss.on and whose operavon allows crvilan 
reconstructios to luke place 


} have the Croats. wt 


\Capellan| Mr Konkel, you have referred to the sym 
hole developments in Mostar The drepute over the sev 
centh distr: ow Mostar scems to he shout meters What 
is the effect going to he in the Mushm-Croat federa 
bon, when there is such fierce Pargaming goung on om 


M. “lar , 


(Kenkel] You are nmght there But thongs have heen 
particularly difficult in Mostar from the hegunning The 
foderaiion was the second central top of my talks om 
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met with Predict Zutek and Mr Ganw and 
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De foderabom a euccess. There ae a couple of powmtve 
ages @ Oe moment. ul (ere we also Gilhoul signs 
Bul we must not lose pabence there cother | got Ox 
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en Many commentators accusng me of that Mos 
1 them regret that the Croatian side ts fot showing 
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mn Mostar. and we have some refuence of the Croatar 
Government. But our influence ts lemeted Let me repeat 
Nether the Amernans. oor NATO) sor the taba 
EW presiden ny myecil were anvie t arorve a 
weakihrough m the Mostar promiem yesterday On the 
“her hand. one has realuvve that Croat would like 
© return to Eur is An thes pemule the « mpor t the 
Buropeans Croatia wants | n the Council of Burope 
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France’ De Charette on Ties With PRC, Russia 


LD1402211596 Paris France-Info Radw in French 
1717 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{Interview with French Foreign Miunuisier Herve de 
Charette by Patrick Boyer: in the studio — live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] (Boyer) Our guest today 1s 
Foreign Minister Herve de Charette. Good evening 
minister 


[De Charette} Good evening. 


[Boyer] You arrived this morning from a one-weck 
tip to Asia which took you to China, Hongkong, and 
Indonesia. Can you reassure us that Chinese propaganda 
did not attempt — as ut did with [French communist 
leader} Robert Hue when he visited Beijing — to enlist 
your support for repression in Tibet or for an invasion 
of Taiwan? 


[De Charette] No, no. France has its convictions; it 
stands by them and expresses them, and does not change 
its mind. But I went to Asia, first and foremost, to 
underline the priority which French foreign policy under 
Jacques Chirac believes should henceforth be accorded 
to Asia 


And I chose Asia's two most populous countries for this 
first tip: China, with 1.2 billion people; and Indonesia, 
whose 200 millions rank it fourth — I repeat fourth — 
in the list of the world’s most populous countries and 
which is visibly totally ignored by many countries as it 
has, to a large extent, been ignored by France itself 


[Boyer] We will get back to that. Let us talk about China 
first. There is a feeling that the lure of the Chinese E) 
Dorado somehow makes people forget Tiannamen and 
all the horrors of the regime. 


[De Charette] No, that is not how you should put it 
You should first of all note a certain number of things 
which, once you're over there, become all too obvious 
Namely, that China is going through a stage of intensive 
development 


Of course, this is an uneven development. I went to 
the great historical city of Xian, seat of China's first 
emperors, and development there 1s proceeding al a 
slower pace, although already very important. But if you 
go to Canton you will be impressed. I was in Canton 
seven years ago and it was a small backwater of a 
town. If you go there now you see something close to 
Hongkong. It is not up to Hongkong standards yet, but 
it ts heginning to resemble it. Builders’ cranes, modern 
20 and ¥)-floor buildings, all going up like mushrooms 
It is quite an impressive spectacle 


FBIS-WEU-96-032 
15 February 1996 


[Boyer] And that 1s what the Chinese leadership 1s 
exclusively concerned with”? 


[De Charette] | must tell you, | was struck both in 
China and in Indonesia by the fact that the leaders | 
met at every level are people exclusively concerned with 
economic development. 


For example, in my long conversation with President 
Suharto of Indonesia I attempted to steer the conver- 
Salion a little toward international politics, hut he was 
visibly uninterested. What he was interested in was in 
explaining to me what the Indonesian Government ts 
doing in pursuit of the country’s extraordinary pace of 
development over what will soon be the past 40 years 
This is what he was passionate about, the essenual core 
of his policy. 


The same applied in China. I became aware that 
the Chinese leaders were inient on pursuing ther 
development policy and, in order so to do — as they 
themselves said — they need a peaceful climate 


[Boyer] Does communism sull exist there’? Did you see 
any evidence of it’ 


[De Charette] Yes, communism sull exists, but it os 
true thal it 1s growing further and further apart trom 
the communism of the postwar regimes, of the 1950's, 
1960's, and even 1970's, and as recently as the ume 
of the Tiannamen Square events which you mentioned 
early on. They were tragic events which shook the entre 
world and did considerable damage to China's image 
abroad. 


But now they are in what I believe to be a very difierent 
phase, which we will endeavor to un‘orstand 


[Boyer] Has France undertaken no longer to supply 
military equipment to Taiwan as the pi.ce o! access to 
the Chinese markets”? 


[De Charette] France makes no undertakings other thar 
those it makes public. In January 1994 we made a 
precise undertaking, announced in a public statement, 
and France's position has remained the same to this 
day 


But let us consider Asia. Asia already makes up half of 
the world. A half of the world with an annual growth 
rate of the order of 10 percent. It has been like that in 
Hongkong for the past SO years. in Indonesia — the 
world’s fourth largest country — for the past 40 years, 
in China for nearly 18 years now. And this will go on 
for at least another 10 years. One cannot tell beyond 
that, but it will go on for the next 10 years for sure 


This means thal we are witnessing a massive shift of 
prosperity and power in Asia's favor And it 1s about 
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uume that Europe should do someLiing postive about 
this. We must not be absent from those markets. Did 
you know that, barring a few lucky excepuons, France's 
share of markets in Asia is. Country by country, under 
two percent’ Under two percent’ 


What is at stake down there is our prosperity. The 
development of those countries represents as many 
markets for us. Of course, once in a while, the issue 
of competuuon crops up. | have become familiar with 
the subject in the course of my duties. Bul my reply 
1s that there are formidable markets down there for our 
development and prospenty 


When we sell airbus planes to those countries, when we 
invest there when we establish our major. small, and 
medium enterprises there, we are winning markets — 
thal 1s to say, jobs for our compatriots 


What I wouid like to make very clear 1s that France 
1s determined henceforth to regard its presence in Asia 
as an indispensable component of a foreign policy and 
an economic policy determined to prescrve its place im 
tomorrow's world 


{Boyer} Alain Juppe is currently on a visit to Moscow 
You were there last month. There is a veritable dePate 
going on as to the umeliness of supporting Boris Yeltsin 
as a bulwark of democracy, as he is Decoming iess and 
less Of a bulwark aod less and less of a democrat 


[De Charette] Oh come on Those are rather hasty 
judgements, if | may say so. The situation in Russia 
is very complex and very difficult. It is, in effect, a 
country that has taken altogether remarkable strides 
toward democracy and the market eccunomy in a short 
periad of ime — six years to be precise 


And | would remind you that Russia has had no 
experience of democracy in its history. It went directly 
from the tsars to Lenin, and from Lenin to Stalin and 
to hes successors 


For the past six years it has trodden a rather impressive 
path. At the same time, you must understand that the 
Russian people have paid a high price for all this 


[Boyer] Is ‘bere not a retrogression at present? 


[De Charette] Wait. They have paid a high price because 
economic growth has declined — i is not growth Dut 
rather shrinkage hy nearly five percent annually in 


this period 


You must appreciate that the Russians are therefore 
suffering now tore than they have ever suffered hefore, 
and they feel disquiet, anxiety, and uncertainty over 
thew future 


FRANCE i 


So what should France's posiuen be? France's position 
must naturally be one of maimtaming a close and 
permanent dialogue with Russia 


These days, the Russians are a people who feel weak- 
ened, a people who ae suffering, a people humuliated 
internationally. And it 1s not a good thing for a great 
country to be humiliated — nor a little one for that 
matter, but that would perhaps be less important. The 
humuliauion of a greal Country, a Country Close to us, 1s 
very bad for us and very bad for European security 


[Boyer] But must we prop up Boris Yeltsin at all costs’ 


[De Charetie] No, I am not saying that. Besides 
you know, tt 1s never foreign governments thal get 
one clected ir one’s own country. The success of 
otherwise of Borns Yeltsin will not be ensured by 
foreign governments. So I do not think that we should 
lend our support parucularly to one government of 
another. | heheve that we should strive to ensure that 
the Europeans in general, and the French in parucular 
maintain an open, warm, and permanent dialogue with 
the Russia of today 


[Boyer] Thank you Herve de Charette 


France: COFACE Says Russia Very Risky Market 
BR 1402133996 Pans LES ECHOS in French 
14 Feb p2 


[Unattributed report: COFACE Says Russia Is Stull a 
Very Risky Market in the Medium-Term | 


[FBIS Translated Text) Chamber of Commerce officials 
observe that Russia is increasingly being coveted hy 
small- and medium-sized compames [SME], whereas 
the USSR was a market generally reserved to large com- 
pames. While Jean Gandows, president of the French 
Employers’ Union. accompanied Jacques Chirac in the 
United States, Lucien Rebuffel, president of the General 
Confederation of SME's, is accompanying Alain Juppe 
in Moscow and Kazan. SME's in search of export out 
lets recognize the assets of Us market. According | 
experts, demand for luxury goads, which significantly 
increased over the last few years, 1s now staggering 
benefiting food products and especially trade activities 
However despite the size of the market, there are a cer 
tan qumber of risks: legal disorder, political insta! 
ity, and economic unncertainty. Consequently COFACE 
[French Insurance Company for Foreign Trade} consid- 
ers the risk for the Russian market as very serious in 
the mecium-term, but maderate in the shart-term 
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Italy: Economist Says Maastricht Worth ‘Sacrifice’ 
BR1 302145596 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
13 Feb 96 Affari & Finanza supplement p 6 


[Arucle by Daniel Gros, author of “Toward Economic 
and Monetary Union: Problems and Prospects” pub- 
lished by the Center for European Policy Studies in 
Brussels: “Why Maastricht Is Good for You") 


[FBIS Translated Text] The countries wishing to take 
part in Economic and Monetary Union, scheduled to 
commence in 1999, must meet the criterion laid down 
by the Treaty of Maastricht whereby their public sector 
deficit must be lower than 3 percent of GDP. Many 
countries are not far from this goal; nevertheless, as the 
European economy is embarking on a negative phase 
in the cycle, more and more observers are wondering 
whether a tax clampdown would not make matters 
worse. 


In Italy, where the deficit is running at 7.5 percent (the 
second-mghest deficit in the European Union, topped 
only by Greece). there is far greater need for adjustment 
than clsewhere. As a result, Italy must lower its deficit 
by at least 4.5 percentage points if it wants to “qualify” 
for monetary union, rather a difficult feat from the 
poliucal point of view 


ht might be wondered whether making such a sacnfice 
for Europe is really worthwhile. | maintain that it is 
Indeed, it is not a sacrifice, as the Maastricht rules 
represent a chance in a lifetime to set in motion a 
process of adjustment thal must in any case take place 


1. Maastricht’s ban on excessive deficits (i.¢., in excess 
of 3 percent of GDP) makes economic sense. A tax 
deficit is the result of inefficient use of national savings: 
so reducing it would raise the total savings available for 
investment, and this, in turn, would increase growth 
Empirical studies suggest that cutting the public deficit 
by about four percentage points as compared with GDP 
and maintaining it ai that level for a few years can 
mecrease economic growth by about | percent in the 
medium term. The effect does not last for ever, but if the 
estimates contained in the 19%4 Report to the President 
of the United States are accepted, the conclusion may 
he drawn that the countries that need to lower their 
deficits by 3 to S percent could raise their national 
product with an over one- tenth higher growth rate. The 
potenual benefits accruing from sound public finances 
are immense 


Part of the increase in investment triggered by the 
lowering of the tax deficit can be directed abroad, which 
would make for an improvement in the balance of 
payments and. consequently, a greater foreign surplus 
The resulting increase in interest would, in turn. raise 
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revenues, so the ccomomy can benefit from increased 
savings even when they are not used for invesiment 
in the country itself. What is more, in view of the 
progressive aging Of the European population, 11 would 
seem appropriate for the countries in the European 
Union to export capital so as to finance af least part 
of the future Evopreaa pensioners’ consampuon 


I do not mean to say that the Italian national income will 
automatically rise by 10 percent if the deficit 1s reduced 
to 3 percent of GDP and kept at that same level. This 
analysis merely suggests that the cut in public spending 
wastage will bring substanual benefits by increasing the 
amount of savings 4Vailable for productive investment 
both at home and aDroad. At worst, families could al- 
ways consume, rather than saving, what the government 
no longer spends inefficiently on their behalf 


2. Many people clam that Maastricht is killing off 
the European economy because cutting the deficit low- 
ers demand and causes unemployment. Simulations 
conducted with standard macroeconomx models have 
demonstrated that the impact of this type of fiscal ad- 
justment will make for lower growth. Different models 
give different figures, but they all agree on the fact that 
Italy would experience a substantial drop in growth (by 
at least 2 percent) 19 the event of its reaching the 3- 
percent limit immediately. Nevertheless, the forecasts 
provided by these models probably do not mean much 
for Italy, as meetung the Maastricht targets should bring 
substantially lower rates, which would stimulate the de- 
mand for investment and further reduce the deficit as a 
result of lower spending on interest. Denmark and Ire- 
land's experience shows that a drastic fiscal adjustment 
can also make for increases in demand and employment 


The benefits deriving from a lower nsk premium are 
smaller in countries With a limited public de, such as 


Frence, for imiance, Necause there is no dou as to 
the “susiainamility of public finance in such countries 
As a result, adjustment in France would be followed 
by a brief recession lasting until the long-term benefits 
began to prevail. This 1s why it might be more difficult 
to achieve a rapid reduction in the deficit in countnes 
ike France than im Countnes with an enormous deh, 
like Italy 


But the potential for lower interest rates in Italy is so 
huge that subsequent budgets in the region of | percent 
of GDP (in other words, about 20 tnilion lire) would be 
sufficient if the country Could count on the risk premium 
on the lira, which stands at about 4 to 6 percent. being 
done away with. But where did this risk premium come 
from? Largely from) the fact that inflation is about 4 
percent higher in Italy than in northern Europe. Three- 
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quarters of Italy's public finance problem is one of 
inflation and the risk premium. 


3. Three conclusions emerge from this analysis 


i) Bringing the deficit under control is sound policy, 
regardiess of Maastricht. The politicians should stop 
taking it out on the single currency when all Uicy are 
doing is Cutting spending thai needs cutting in any case 


ii) Even if Ktaly were to fail to join in monetary union as 
carly as 1999, it should in any case continue along the 


ITALY 13 


road of tough fiscal adjustment with a view to joming 
as s00n as possidic 


iti) Inflation and the risk premium on the lwa are the 
main problems facing Italy's public finances. The fight 
against inflation and a determination (0 take part in 
monetary union afe essential requirements for putung 
ltaly’s public finances back on them fect 
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in Spanish 1300 GMT 9 Feb % 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Cabinet decided to request 
the EU to surpend the Schengen agreement as regards 
Belgium in the area of judicial cooperation between 
that country. Gerardo Saez reports from 
the Moncloa Palace [Prime Minister's Office]. Good 


[Saez] Hello, good afternoon. kt was certainly a brief 
statement. The Cabinet decided to request the partial 
and bilateral suspension of the Schengen Treaty with 
Belgium — the treaty which refers to the free internal 
movement of citizens. Let us listen to the explanation 
of Minister Rubalcaba: 


[Begin Rubalcaba recording) The government autho- 
nzed the foreign minister to begin, in accordance with 
the relevant norms of international law, the declaration 
of suspension of the application between the kingdoms 
of Spain and Belgium of chapters two and four of Aru- 
cle three of the Schengen Agreement. To sum up, these 
are the chapters that deal with extradition and judicial 


cooperauon. 


The government also gave authorization to the justice 
and interior ministers for the principle of reciprocity to 
be applied strictly with regard to acts of assistance and 
imternauional judicial Cooperation between the kingdoms 
of Belgium and Spain. [end recording) 


Spain: Westendorp Assesses Results of Rabat 
Meeting 


MM0902155596 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 9 Feb 96 p 3 


{Interview with Spanish Foreign Minister Carlos West- 
endorp by Munsif al-Sulaymi in Rabat; date noi given] 


(PBIS Translated Excerpt] [Al-Sulaymi] How do you 
evaluate the results of the Moroccan-Spanish summit” 


(Westendorp) The summit meetings between the Moroc- 
can and Spanish prime ministers were cordial, warm, 
and excellent. We sought to affirm that our relations 
with Morocco, which are consolidated by the Treaty of 
Priendship, Cooperation, and Good Neighborliness, are 
distinguished and enjoy special priority. We agreed on 
the bilateral level tc creaic a sysiem and mechanism for 
fast contact to anticipate problems and dangers prior to 
their development. As we are two neighboring countries, 
there always exist areas of friction and the likelihood of 
the emergence of problems. But what is required is to 
frustrate and contain these problems 
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A sumber of cooperation agreements covering the ficids 
of finance, economy, energy, education, culture, marine 
salvage, Marine transportabon, and combaung marine 
polluuon were «goed as well as a memorandum of 
undersianding in the ficid of industry and technology 
The question of the residence and conditions pertaining 
to the citizens of each country in the other country was 
also settled. A joint meeung of defense officials from 
the two counties 1s expected to be held shortly 


[Al-Sulaymi} How will the liaison mechanism be 
formed” 


[Westendorp] Agreement was reached on the formation 
of two commuttees, one for liaison and the other for 
dialogue. The first commuttee is the permanent liaison 
committee, which will come under the supervision of 
the two foreign ministries in Rabat and Madnd, and will 
consist of foreign ministry officials from both countries, 
in addition to officials from other munisines of special 
relevance to matiers of relations as well as from other 
munisiies and sectors according to the circumstances 
and problems that might arise such as the sectors of sea 
fishing, movement of people, immigration, and health 


The liaison system provided for the creation of a second 
mechanism (the Ibn Rushd [Averroes] commuttec'). This 
will constitute a working group whose task is to 
admunister dialogues and deepen friendship. Its task will 
be to create a climate of understanding between the 
two countries particularly on the level of Civic society 
This committee will consist of five people from each 
side in addition to a foreign ministry official and four 
personalities representing specifically civilian society 
The committee will meet on 3 March. Its venue will be 
determined at some later date 


{[Al-Sulaymi] What steps have been agreed upon with 
regard to the construction of the fixed link across the 
Strait of Gibraltar’ 


[Westendorp] For the first ume, we have reached an 
agreement to start the project of the fixed link across 
the Swait of Gibraltar, on the basis of the studies 
made dunng the past period. Several alternatives were 
proposed (a tunnel or a suspension bridge) as a means 
for this fixed link. But we decided in the end to construct 
an undersea tunnel which will be 24 km long. Work on 
the first stage of the project will begin shortly with the 
construction of an experimental tunnel which, following 
the compleuon of the project, will be used for services 
If the sea bed proves geologically sound, then work will 
begin on the two principal stages of the project 


We could stan’ work on the construction of the tunnel 
soon, but this depends on the availatility of the nec- 
essary funds for the project, estimated at S09 billion 
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Spanish pesetas ($4 billion) for the first stage alone. 
This poses dirficult requirements for both countries. So 
we will propose that the EU contribute to the financing 
of this project, alongside Morocco and Spain, since the 
project will provide a huge network for transport and 
communications. We will also invite private capital to 
participate in financing the project. 


[Al-Sulaymi] What effect do you expect the construc- 
tion of this project to have on relations between the two 
shores of the Mediterranean? 


[Westendorp] We expect the effects to be enormous. 
The construction of the project will embody the link and 
union between Europe and / ‘rica. As to Morocco and 
Spain, it will provide a direct physical fusion between 
the two countries and will also have a large-scale impact 
on the level of psychological intercommunication. 


In addition to the fixed link (the tunnel), there will be 
other links of great importance. By this, | mean the 
project for the electrical link between southern Spain 
and Morocco via the Swait of Gibraltar. This electrical 
grid will provide Morocco with electrical power. There 
is also the Moroccan-European gas pipeline which will 
carry Algerian gas via Morocco to Spain and Portugal. 
Libya is also expected to be linked to this pipeline. 


[Al-Sulaymi] Are there al present any negotiations 
going on with Tripoli in respect of the laying of a gas 
pipeline from Libya and its linkage with the Moroccan- 
European gas pipeline? 

[Westentorp] Al present, the pipeline between Algeria, 
Morocco, Spain, and Portugal. The gas pipeline will 
begin operation on schedule at the middie of this year 
Agreement could be «eached to link Libya, which has 
gas too, to this pipeline. Al some later stage, a new 
pipeline would be laid for the Libyan gas fields. 


[Al-Sulaymi] How will the project for the electrical link 
between Morocco and Spain be financed” 


[Westendorp] We signed in Rabat a financial protocol 
covering the next five years, under which Morocco will 
receive 150 billion Spanish pesetas ($1.3 billion) in aid, 
part of which will be allocated for financing the electric 
link project. 


We have also studied the feasibility of adopting mea- 
sures to facilitate Morocco’s settlement of its debts to 
Spain which amount to 275 billion pesetas ($2.2 bil- 
lion). 


[Al-Sulaymi}] What form will the formula to be adopted 
in regard to these dels take’ 


[Westendorp] We shall adopt a mode! akin to the one 
Prance has adopted with Morocco in Paris (this formula 
provides for the cancellation of part of the debts and the 


SPAIN 1s 


resche*' ng of another past of them and the settlement 
of the remaining part in Moroccan dirhams). Bul we 
must first obtain approval from the Pans Club and 
adhere to certain criteria. 


[Al-Sulaymi] What form will the plan for cooperation 
between the two countries in combating drugs and 
smuggling take’ 


[Westendorp] There is complete agreement between the 
policies of the two countnes in regard to combating 
drugs and smuggling. Agreement has been reached 
on the formation of a joimt working group under 
the supervision of the customs departments of the 
two countries, to discuss the appropriate formulas for 
intensive Customs cooperation in the field of combating 
drugs and smuggling. We will also participate in a large- 
scale cooperation project for the development of the 
northern Moroccan territories so as to help the people 
there to find alternatives means of income to compensate 
for their loss of income from smuggling. For though it 
1s illegal, smuggling constitutes a source of income for 
wide sections there. 


It was also agreed to adopt a mechanism between the 
ministries of the inter:or in Doth countries in the field 
of combating drugs. [passage omitted] 


[Al-Sulaymi] The Moroccan monarch proposed some 
years ago the establishment a joint think tank with Spain 
to discuss the questions of Melilla and Ceuta. Will it be 
possible to discuss this matter within the framework of 
the dialogue and « Jerstanding mechanism which you 
have both agreed to set up?’ 


[Westendorp] In essence, there is a wide difference 
between ihe positions of the two countries [on this 
issuc]. We have not discussed this subject and it would 
be futile to do so, because the positions of cach side 
are clear. However, there are wide-ranging prospects 
for improving the situation regarding the northern 
Moroccan territones and for combating smuggling and 


drugs 


[Al-Sulaymi] Following the signing of the agreement on 
sca fishing and the partnership between Morocco and the 
EU, are there still disputes marnng bilateral relations? 


[Westendorp] Matters have been settled in regard to the 
fishing question following the signing of the agreement 
Al present, there are no conflicts between the two 
countries 


[Al-Sulaymi] How do you view the future of relations, 
then? Is it not likely that renewed conflicts might take 
place? 


[Westendorp] We have tackled all the problems thai 
existed between us and al present we have no conflicts 
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We mill help Morocco and will work together & 
insure the European Parliament's approval of the two 
agreements on fishing and partnership 


Al present we dc not envisage any likelihood of any 
specific problems, because this is a matier which cannot 
be anticipated. Anyway, we have agreed to sect up a 
permanent liaison Commuttee to tackle any problems that 
mught arise 


[Al-Sulaymi] As the UN Security “ouncil was delrher- 
ating on a resolution concerning Irag, a Spanish Forcign 
Ministry official paid a visit to Baghdad in the past few 
days. What was the purpose of this visit’ 


{Westendorp} All that happened was thal we wanted to 
acquaint ourselves al close range with the conditions in 
iraq, following the UN Security Council resolutions and 


FBIS-WEL -96-032 
15 February 1996 


lrag’s Compliance with them. Whal we want 1s lo save 
the Iragi people from suffering. We are ready to follow 
with a tnendly cye any postive development on the part 
of Baghdad so as to be able to help Irag 


[Al-Sulaymu}) What parts of Irag’s commitments remair 
to be implemented so thal the embargo can finally be 
ified ’ 


[Westendorp] Spain does not lay down conditions. But 
there are conditions lad down by the United Nations 
We can do nothing other than what the UN Security 
Council decides. But as fnends of the Arab peoples, w. 
want to De the first in the held, when the ume comes 
to provide help when tt saushes the UN conditions 


[Passage 7h) ted | 
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Finland 


Finland: Lipponen, Iceland's Finnbogadottir on 
Cooperation 

BR15S02110696 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 14 Feb 96 p 5 


[Repon by Jan-Anders Ekstrom: ““Strong Popular Re- 
action If the Nordic Dimension Is Neglected’ 


([FBIS Translated Text) Icelandic President Vigdis 
Finabogadotur believes that the Nordic identity is very 
deeply rooted in the Nordic peoples 


In a lecture at a Nordic jubilee sermmna in Helsinki 
on Tuesday [13 February] she warned the politicians 
against neglecting or harming Nordic cooperation. If this 
happens, the popular reaction could be strong 


“The people's anger could hit the decisionmakers 
Cooperation between politicians and citizens would be 
harmed,” she said 

Like the other speakers ai the seminar, which was 
organized because it is 40 years since Finland became 
a member of the Nordic Council and 25 years since the 
Nordic Council of Minister was founded, she believes 
that Nordic cooperauon has already emerged with flying 
colots from the crisis which followed the different 
Nordic decisions about the EU just over a year ago 


“Our Nordic atea lives on, not eroded but like a 
strong and vigorous tree. Renewed, rejuvenated, and 


strengthened, cooperation goes on, she said 


it is particularly important to maintain faith in Nordic 
cooperation in the future too 


The speech was appreciated by the prominent audience, 
not least because it was livened up by several humorous 
observations. 


One of them was that “culture is a better advertisement 
for cod than cod is for culture.” Another was that 
abroad she has sometimes been introduced as Finland's 


president. 
The latter has not bothered her in the least. On the 


contrary it is only further evidence that out in the world 
the Nordic area is also often perceived as an entity 


identity Criss Over 


Turning to President Vigdis the other principal speaker. 
Prime Minister Paavo Lipponen, began by asking if 
iceland could not also assist with someone who could 
act as the Finnish prime minister 


Lipponen then admitted that the decisions about the 
EU caused “something of a Nordic identity crisis 
Even avowed supporters of the Nordic idea feared 
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that organized Nordic cooperation would no longer be 
needed. In Finland a few people spoke up to stress “that 
we will no doum find our way to Brussels without a 
stopover in Stockholm or Copenhagen, and if a stopover 
is needed it can be in Berlin 


Today, after one year of EU membership for Finland 
and Sweden, the situation has mpened. My impression ts 
that it is easier for Denmark to find its place in Nord 
cooperation in its European context row that the major 
ity of the Nordic countnes have become EU meinhers 
For their part both Norway and Iceland find Nordic co- 
operation an important channel of influence on questions 
concerning Europe. In Sweden and Finland too there 1s 
an awareness that Nordic Cooperation supports national 
efforts in broader European Cooper alion 


According to Lipponen, developments in the security 
policy area have also brought the Nordic countries 
closer together 


For example, his asessment is that the current division 
among the Nord countries between EU countries and 
countries outside the EU probably is temporary. Here 
he pointed to the longer ume frame and reminded his 
audience that as lonmg ago as 1397 Queen Margarcte 
wanted the Union of Kalmar [between Denmark, Nor- 
way, and Sweden] to have a ‘common king, common 
foreign policy, and common defenses 


Lipponen also believed that those who have described 
the sessions of the Nordic Council as “an indescnbabic 
bureaucracy fuciied by good dinners do Nordic coop 
crauion a great injustice. Nevertheless cooperation has 
been in need of trimming 


In his speech he also observed that the Nordic linguistx 
community is of fundamental importance and he ended 
by saying that “we pave everything to gain from 
conunued Nordic cooperation, not least with the am 
of defending the condivons for upholding the Nordx 
welfare state in the future too 


In her address Ou Ojala, an Eduskunta member wh: 
leads the Finnish delegation to the Nordx Counc! 
called for a little more of the Nordic involvement 
from the initial period of cooperation. She stressed the 
importance of protecting the Nordic identity and sad 
among other things, that the Nordic EU countries could 
adopt a higher profile in the Union 


“The Nordic Countries Have Survived the 
Adjustment” 


The Finnish minister for Nordic cooperation, European 
Affairs Minster Ole Norrhback. summed up the semina 
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by declaring, among other things. that Nordic coopera- 
von has survived the adrusument to new demands and 
thal we now can look to the fulure with confidence 


He pointed out that in the future, cooperation will above 
all be based on shared values, a focus on practical 
results, and from an international standpoint uniguc 
cooperation between both governments and parliaments 


In the audience were both current President Maru 
Ahusaan) with his wife Eeva and former Presiden: 
Mauno Koivisto with his wife Tellervo. The prcgram 
was lightened with music by the Finlandia Sinfonietta 
conducted by Jorma Panula 


Swing music by Grieg and Noeelsen was performed 
Sweden 


Sweden: Article Views Debate on NATO 
Membership 

BR1ISU2080496 Stoctholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 13 Feb 9 p Al 


[Report by Kaa Encherg NATO Opening Sows Divi- 
son | 


[FBIS Translated Text) Center Party leader Olof Jo- 
hansson ts critcal of Ingvar Carisson's ‘hints about 
the Swedish attitude to NATO. The other nonsocialist 
parties welcome the fact that Ingvar Carlsson has finally 
signaled a new frankness on future security policy 


The foreign policy declaration that will be put heiore 
and debated in the Riksdag on Wednesday [14 February] 
will also reflect the openness that Ingvar Carlsson 
expressed at the People and Defense conference in Salen 
recentl; 


There he emphasized that NATO membership is not on 
the agenda now, Put that the circumstances coud be 
enurely different in six of seven years. He also stressed 
that it 1s necessary for Sweden to be actively involved 
im the shaping of the new European security order 


With my speech in Salen I wanted to put an end 
to all speculation that we quietly, in part through our 
cooperation in Bosnia, are slowly sliding into NATO 
membership. It would have been irresponsidle of me 
to leave that impression Hehind, the outgoing prime 
minister told DAGENS NYHETER 


“Active Sweden” 


He does not Selieve that he has delivered the message 
that Sweden will apply for NATO membership in sin 
seven years. as some people have sand But he 
emphasizes that Sweden must be active in shaping the 
pan-European security order 
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In a lutle reported speech at the Foreign Policy Institute 
last Octoter he pointed oul thal what maticred | 
Sweden was to make sure thal we do not end uf 

a worse situation now that the secufily poly map is 
being redrawn in Europe. That phrase. which stanied 
the cuperts, has not reappeared 


This 1s the Catisson government's last declaravon 1 
this highly charged area and the formulations are heme 
revised to the very last moment. There ts an impression 
that Ingvar Carlsson wants to give his successor’, Goran 
Persson, full freedom of action for the future. Military 
nonaligament in line with the 1992 Riksdag decision 
remains in place, Pul there are no Minding formulations 
which msk producing difficult decisions 


On Wednesday Foreign Minister Lena Hyelm-W aicn is 
expected to Use few emphasis WO stress Ulal we respec" 
the former cast Moc countries that ae secking NATO) 
membership. This week's visi by Hunjarian Prime 
aster Gyula Horn brought the question to the fore 


Cannot Be Regarded As a Threat 


Now Sweden cant talk about NATO enlargement 
as a threat. Especially not after the Riksdag s writing 
last December that an enlarged NATO) contributes | 
increased stability in Europe 


Christian Democratic Community Patty leader Al! 
Svensson, the Libera’ Party's Maria Lemsener, and the 
Moderate Coalition Party's Hennk Landerholm wel 
come Ings w Carlsson s new openness. It is important 
that he of all people demonstrates that the surrounding 
world has changed and that Sweden must keep uy 
They beleve that Foreign Miniter Lena Hycim-Waller 
has Deen allowed io take care of this dehate Py hersel: 
for too long, while Detense Minister Thage G. Petersor 
has caused difficu.ties with his more reluctant attrtude 


Regardiess of whether the new security awrangement 
is Called the EU, WEU [Western European Union), of 
NATO. Sweden should of course he a member. Maria 
Leisaner said 


Hennk Landerholm beleves that by emphasizing the 
current situatior, Ingvar Carisson has move J us closer | 
Finland's clearer formulation that the courtry is mulitar 
ily nonaligned under the prevailing circumstances He 
also welcomed the fact that Ingvar Carisson refrained 
from formulating conditions for Swedish involvement 


Everything 1s happening at Preakneck speed now Foo 
us if 18 a Question of keeping up Who would have 


hehevec a vear ago that Swedish soldiers would 
Alf Svensson pounted 


placed under NATO) command 
ul 
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Left Party and Green Ecology Party Skeptical 


Gudrun Schyman (Left Party) does not believe af all in 
the argument that NATO can be turned into a peace 
organization. The Green Ecology Patty's Marianne 
Samuelsson is also skepucz'. Olof Johansson does not 
cxactly want to scold his cooperation partner, Ingvar 
Carisson, personally, but thinks that he has acted in the 
wrong way 


“He jeopardizes Sweden's credibility by saying that i 
iS not on the agenda for Sweden to consider NATO 
membership under dhe present circumstances, Dut that 
the situation could be different in six of seven years 
Wy. it is casy to thunk that we are abandoning our 
security policy positon, military nonalignment, lof 
Johansson told DAGENS NYHETER 


The Center Party leader sees a link between Sweden 
possibly joing the EMU [European Economic and 
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Monetary Union) monctary cooperation at the turn of 
the century and the security polbcy debate. In talks with 
the government he has Joerefore demanded an analysis 
of the security pohcy repercussions 


“EMU a Backdoor” 


An important reason for our resistance to EMU is the 
suspicion that the countries will be linked together also 
from a security policy standpoit,” he said. Sune Pers- 
son, a researcher from Gothenburg, has also expressed 
that suspicion. He has said that a stronger link with the 
EU precisely through EMU will result in that our being 

smuggled into NATO 


Sverker Astrom, former foreign ministry under secre- 
lary, rejects this as pure conspiracy theory. He sees 
NATO as the natural military Component im the new 
securily structure 
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Cyprus: Kliridhis Meets With Simitis on Defense 
Doctrine 


NC1402170496 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Radio Network in Greek 
1500 GMT 14 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) President Glavkos Klundhus said 
that the joint defense doctrine is the cornerstone of the 
Greek Government's policy. He stressed: During exten- 
sive private talks, Pime Minister Konstendinos Simitis 
was crystal clear about the joint defense doctrine. Asked 
if Greek Government members have different views on 
the joint defense doctrine and how thus affects Cyprus, 
President Kliridhis said there are no differences in view- 
poim, but that others are trying to find them 


Asked if there is a danger thal makes it necessary to 
speed up the armaments program, Kliridhis said there is 
no danger. He noted: Bul, given the continuing tension 
in Greek-Turkish relations, any wise man would do 
today what he was planning to do in six months 


The Council of Ministers met today and discussed de- 
fensive issues and plans for emergency needs. In a state- 
ment, government spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis said 
the Constitution's Article 183, which defines the gov- 


for another year 


NC15021 30096 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greet 
1530 GMT 15 Feb % 


siGe's negotiating framework on the basic aspects of 
the Cyprus issue is ready. So there is no need for 
the National Council to confer next week. Kasoulidhis 
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want to hold public talks with [Turkush Cypnat icader 
Rauf} Denktas. Kasoulidhis noted that Denktas’ posi- 
uons show there is a need for adequate preparabons 
before any direct talks—io avond the result of past mect- 
ings. Answering questions, Kasoulidius said the Greek 


Cypriot side will give its written positions on Cyprus to 
Lord Finsberg as soon as possible. He sand: Our side's 


posiuons will be included in a special document thal 
will be based on the document prepared by the forcign 
minister and the political party representatives 


Asked to Comment on reports that an Israch official 
will be appointed to the position currently held by Joc 
Clark, the UN secretary general's special representative 
in Cyprus, Kasoulidhis said the government has no 
information on this issue. He mentioned that the Isracli 
Government has an increased interest in a Cyprus 
soluvon 


Asked if a date has been set for Ambassador Foderico 
Di Roberto, the Italian EU Presidency’s coordinator 
for Cyprus, to visit Cyprus, the spokesman rephed 
negatively 


[In a related report, Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY 
in English at 1156 GMT on 15 February adds the 
following: “The prominent Israch daily, ‘HA’ ARETZ. 
said on Tuesday [13 February] that lerach Premuer 
Shim’ on Peres is ‘actively involved" in efforts to apport 
Dave Kimchi, former director general at the lerach 
Foreign Ministry, as UN secretary general's envoy for 
Cyprus.” 

[Israel's ambassador to Cyprus Shem Trur, told CNA 
“There is no official confirmation’ of the report but noted 
the paper is a ‘very distinguished leracl daly | 


Cyprus: Women in North Warn of Growing 
b undamentalicm 


NC1402120196 Nicosia CYPRUS TODAY in English 
10-16 Feb ¥6 p2 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Three women MPs this week 
warned of the dangers of a rise in religious fundamen. 
talism in North Cyprus and called for stern government 
action to halt what they see as an alarmung trend 


MP Oow Borman, of the jointly ruling Demacra 
Party, and opposivon depuves Rubsan Tugyan (National 
Unity Party) and Guisen Bozkurt (Communal Liberation 
Party} set aside thei political differences to unite on the 
issue at a press conference in Parliament 


They stressed thew determination to preserve the sec. 
wat character of the Turkish Cyprict state and urged 
ovhers—especially women--to be on thew guard against 
creeping religious fanabciem 
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Mrs Tugyas oul & joint statement in which the 
Uwee women highlighted the great stndes towards 
modernity made in Turkish society. pla...2 reason 
above futh and science above religion 


Womes had benefited from this process, they said, 
expressing Mer concern a! a potenual fundamentalist 
bac Klash 


“Ie the face of this danger, we urge pro-Ataturk cwrcies, 
paruculaly the women in the community, to show the 
ulmost sensitivity, the stalement sad 


Answering questions afterwards, Mrs Tugyan sad the 
government should take powerful steps to prevent the 
growth of fundamentalisr: 


Mrs Borman said secularism was one of the leading 
principles embodied in the TRNC's [Turkish Republic 
of Northera Cyprus} Constitution and should be main- 
Laned 


The MPs called for strict state control over the way 
religious education was handied in North Cyprus’s 
x hools 


Mrs Tugyas said relir’on should be taught in Turkish. 
not in Aratic. Mrs Bokzurt demanded great govern- 
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mem care over the apporntment of schoolteachers from 


Turkey 


“There is 20 place for religious fanatics in he TRNC's 
schools,” she sad 


Conference 


The women's press conference coincided with a confer- 
ence at Lefkosa’s (Nicosia) Ataturk Cultural Cone, a 
which Turkish university professor Suna Killi delivered 
a lecture on “Ataturkism, Secuiatism and moderniza- 
uon” to an audience including President Rauf Denkias. 
Prime Minister Hakki Atun, Turkish Ambassador Ay- 
dan Karahan and TRNC Chief Justice Salih Dayioglu 


Dr Kiili told conference guests that secularism, demox- 
racy and human nights were al! inter-+eclaicd—in any 
country where secularism was absent, there was also no 
democracy, she sad 


Dr Kill said countries such as Saudi Arata Pakistan 
and tran lacked both democracy and secularism, and 
there religion was used as a ‘pressure stick’ . ainst the 
community 
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2 GREECE 


Greece: Pangalos Discusses US. Turkish Views on 
Cres 


NC1IS021332°6 Athens Elliniti Radhucfona Rado 
Network wm Greet 1200 GMT 15 Feb 


(PBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Thead- 
horos Pangalos today a Present Konstandimos 
Stefancpoulous and lace pave 4 news conference 
Pangalos sand the Greek Government rejects any talks 
on the country's sovereign mghts, whach are conmdered 
a & gven and are remforced by strong icgal arguments 


The foreign munister did nol comment on yester- 
day's statement by US. State Department spokceman 
Nicholas Burns on Greek-Turtush relavons Burns 
rettersied that beyond the possitulity of resolving the 
islets issue af the Hague, there ts always the possitlity 
of holding bilateral talks. Pangaios sand: | cannot 
understand why the US. State Department is rejecting 
@ slamming af initiative thal sever crusted for the 
Greek side. Vesides the firm US. position on Greek- 
Turkish talks, the idea of an appeal to the International 
Court was added to US. consideration of the issuc 
Pangalos reiterated that if wants, Turke/ must appeal 
to the International Court at the Hague, since it is the 
one questioning Oreck sovereign rights. The foreign 
minister accused Ankara of pursuing talks with no 
princimies and of making threats to use violence. The 
talks will have a winner and a loser 


Referring to his meeting with the president, Pangalos 
sad he bnefed Stefanopoulos on recent developments. 
cepectally the country's relations with Turkey and the 
United States 


Greece: Spokesman on Progress: of Crisis 
Negotiations 

NC1S021 30896 Athens Elliniti Raduofonia Radio 
Network in Greet 1200 GMT 15 Feb 


[PBIS Translated Text} A short time ago government 
spokes an Dhinatrics Reppas said there was fo text of 
am agreement for disengagement in the Grock- Turkish 
crisis. He noted that Greece wants interstate relations 
to develop based on international law. The spokesman 
fetterated that the government views positively the 
US. Government's posivons—dal ow arguments we 
stong—and noted that Turkey has a continuing prodiem 
with mternavonal law 

Reppas said [New Democracy Honorary Chairman 
Konstandinos) Mitsctakis position is sumila to the 
poverament’s position. Referring to New Democracy 
IND] Chairman Miliiadhus Everts talks abroad, the 
spokesman described thew owkome as satisfactory 


saying The government is following these meetings 
with satisfaction. Reppas did not neglect to sow that 
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Gespme the European Poowlsr Parnty—io whaxh ND 
heloags—<omtnbuung decisively tc the formulsvon of 
the European Parliament resoluvon, in the final ica of 
changed an cupresson soung condemnavon of Turkcy 


to af Capresmon sotng deep concern 


Greece: Simitixs Accused of ‘Hiding the Truth’ on 
Imis 

NC/1402221206 Athens ATHENS NEWS in Exgiioh 
14 Feb pi 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Premmer Konstandimos Semutes 
has agam been accused of hiding the wuth from te 


Greek people by opposition parves determined not to 
let the public forget the lmua crisis 


The latest rownd of attacks came yesterday after US 
Presidem Bill Clinton, in a videotaped message. sand 
Athens has proposed letung the Imernational Court of 
Jusuce at The Hague settle the sovercigaty of over 
1100 Dodecanese wie. “We we all deeply concerned 
about the recem dispute over the islet of Imia.” Clinton 
sad We ae trying to reduce tensions further and 
to settle the ownership quesvon peacefully through an 
imernavonal tribunal, as the Greek government has 


proposed 


In Athens. Foreign Minister Theodoros Pangalos 
quickly denied that Greece had any intention to mrtiate 
aegotiavons on what it conucered inviclaMe sovercign 


rights 


Greece and Turkey came to the brink of wa on 
January 41 when the fects of both counties faced of! 
around the |O0-acre Ima, which the Turks clam aw 
their own and call Kardak Washington brokered the 
pullback of forces on both side. in a deal which Somutis 
critics say bormbhated Athens Greece has repeatedly 
proposed taking its dispute with Turkey over the Acgean 
continental shelf to The Hague but not the claims on 
sovereignty over Greek islands 


Once again this government has shown tself to be in a 

complete shambles, New Democracy's deputy leader 
loannis Vanitsotis, sad after the Clinton statement 
The prime munister himecif must come out and say 
the whole wath” So keen was the main opposition 
party to keep up the pressure on Sims that also 
slammed te government over 4 warning given to 
three private televisnon stations by an independent 
broadcasting standards budy over thew coverage of the 
crisis 


Politsxcal Spring leader Andomos Samaras added that the 
Greek people had grown ured of learning what was go 
ing on in Greece from fortign leaders and press reports 
And Left Coalmon leader Nikolaos Konstandopouls 
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sand Greece hac failed to take aivantage of Turkey's 
tacucal mustake” to Clam what was cascntial European 
Unioe territory 


Turkey comunued its a -and-sea cucrcise in the Acgean 
yesterday withoul any scrocs incadent Waplancs with 
acral photography equipment were spotted. however, 
fying over ima. And a sumber of ‘muna awrepace 
violauons were reported 


Greece: U.S. Pressure Alleged in Airport Security 
WOP2IOIS9A 


([PBIS Summary) According w avuladic information 
the US. Government is pressuring the Greek Govern 
ment to use higher security measures af Ellimikon Aw- 
port, said an unattributed article in the 25 January TA 
NEA on page 12. If the recommendations of the Fed 
crai Aviavon Admumstrabor ae not taken into account 
Washington “ireatens to issue a verhal noice 


GREECE 23 


A mecung took plac on 24 January w@ the Ministry 
of Transportazon with the parucipation of Minute of 
Transportabon Khar. Kastandius and Minster of Publix 
Order Kewtas Yetonass. kt was Cocided thal secwrty 
measuves will be micawiied in Greek wrpors mm vice 
of the 10 February visit to Greece by FAA officials 


According \ 4 government source, he atcle contin 
wed, the sssue emerged last December, when the FAA 
Getected gaps in airport security and asked Greek civil 
aviauion authorives to adomt addivonal measures The 
Greek Government did so and also contracted with a 
foreign Company— wtich the Americans indicated-—fur 
the truming of civilian and police security personnc! a 
Elin:kon Airport. This costly undertaking was recently 
completed and authorities are now awaiirg the Amer 
cams cvalvabon 
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Turkey: Yilmaz, Erbakan Do Not Comment on PM 
Position 


TA1502124696 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1104 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[News conference by Turkey's Motherland Party leader 
Mesut Yilmaz and Welfare Party leader Necmettin 
Erbakan with unidentified correspondents ai the end 
of the Yilmaz-Erbakan meeting at the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly — live] 


(FBIS Translated Text] [Yilmaz) Lik yesterday, we 
will make a brief statement today as well. Al today’s 
meeting with Welfare Party leader Necni‘ttin Erbakan, 
we discussed issues raised yesterday as + cll as others. 
I can say that we made considerable progress on 
the issues we handled today and are approaching an 
agreement. However, we thought it appropriate to meet 
once again on 17 February and take the issues on which 
we have agreed to our respective authoritative party 
bodies beforehand. For this reason, we plan to meet once 
again on 17 February after our respective party bodies 
reassess the issues in question. Meanwhile, | will brief 
the president tomorrow on the contacts | have held up 
to now within the framework of the work | conducted to 
form a government and, in particular, the point reached 
with Mr. Erbakan today. I believe that we will be able 
to issue a broad statement only on 17 February. Thank 


you. 


(Erbakan} Thank God, there ‘s no such thing as a 
deadlock. Our work is proceeding. 


{Correspondent} Mr. Yilmaz, will you meet with Mr. 
Ecevit after you leave here? 


{Erbakan] Excuse me, but | would like to issue a state- 
ment first, and then you may proceed with your ques- 
tions. As you know, we held a three-hour meeting with 
Motherland Party leader Mesut Yilmaz yesterday. To- 
day's meeting lasted two hours. Our main consideration 
in both these meetings is the suffering of our people. 
Our country’s bureaucracy, which has not been func- 
tioning as it should for the past five months, is awaiting 
the establishment of a new government. Our business 
life has been stagnating for the past five months. For 
this reason, both of us believe that a government should 
be set up as soon as possible, and we are making every 
effort possible to pursue our work to that effect. Un- 
doultedly, it is best to discuss the issues involved in 
the formation of a government before that government 
is formed. For this reason, yesterday's three-hour mect- 
ing and today’s two-hour meeting were held to discuss 
these issues. 

Both of us stated earlier that the government to be set 
up will be a coalition government. Consequently, such 
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a coalition government will carry oul the items agreed 
on in its program and coalition protocol. Otherwise, 
both parties are separate and independent, with their 
own programs and goals, and each one of them will 
most certainly safeguard these goals. The thing to do 
is to find solutions to the concerns of our people 
by implemenung the items agreed upon together and 
in goodwill. Moreover, as we said earlier, democracy 
and the interests and wishes of our people are taken 
into consideration when reaching such an agrsement, 
which also has to be in line with science, reason, and 
experience. The work we have undertaken is being 
conducted in the light of these factors and in a bid to 
find solutions to the problems faced by our people and 
our country. The committees that will be established 
after an agreement in principle is reached will undertake 
work along those lines in order to achieve results. The 
government to be set up will most certainly carry out 
the program on which agreement will be reached. 


We are all aware of the difficult situation Turkey has 
reached al this stage. We must work very well in order to 
extricate Turkey from this difficult position. We cannot 
adopt incorrect policies. We are obliged to safeguard 
the 65 million citizens of our country. For this reason, it 
was Clearly essential thal we discuss these fundamental 
issues Over and over again, and yesterday and today we 
tried to fulfill this responsibility. As Mr. Yilmaz stated 
earlier, we will listen to the views of our authoritative 
bodies and crystallize the issues we discussed, and, God 
willing, we hope we will be able to reach an agreement 
in principle on 17 February. I thank you all. 


{Correspondent} Is the issue of a rotauonal premiership 
among the issues on which you agreed” 


[Erbakan]} I thank you for asking this question, because 
you afe giving me the opportunity to recall once again 
that one of the decisions reached with Mr. Yilmaz is not 
to issue any statements on the contents of our meeung 


[Correspondent] Did you make any progress on the 
Coalition issue? 


{[Erbakan} Of course. At least, we had a chance to 
discuss the issue extensively, and this can be described 


as progress. 


[Correspondent] Are you insistent on your assuming the 
post of prime minister? 


[Erbakan] I cannot comment on the contents of the 
meetung. 
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Turkey: Sources Say ANAP, RP Agree on Prime 
Ministership 


NC1402211396 Paris AFP in English 
1751 GMT 14 Feb 9 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara, Feb 14 (AFP) — 


Erkaban and Yilmaz met for three hours Wednesday but 
said they would not comment on their talks until after 


Thursday's meeting. 


“We could not finish all topics during today's talks and 
will come together once again tomorrow,” Erbakan told 
reporters. 


The talks came after Motherland and the True Path party 
of caretaker Prime Minister Tansu Ciller failed to reach 


agreement on forming a centre-right coalition govern- 
ment to exclude the Mosiem fundamentalist party. 


Erbakan, whose Welfare is the biggest political group 
with 158 deputies in the 550-seat parliament, had so far 
been unable to find a coalition partner. 


Ciller’s attempts to forge an alliance between her True 
Path party and Motherland floundered over personal ri- 
valry with Yilmaz, who refused to join any government 
with her at its head. 


On February 3, President Suleyman Demirel asked 
Yilmaz to form a government. 


The president is empowered to dissolve parliament and 
call early elections if no government is formed within 
45 days after February 6, the date the current assembly 
was formed. 
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Turkey: Conditions for Georgian Pipeline Detailed 
NO0902154696 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 

in English 9 Feb 96 

[Report by Nazlan Ertan — received via Internet) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] ANKARA — Turkey, wt ich 
has diverted the route of Azeri carly oil by promising to 
finance the Azeri-Georgian route, urges five guarantees 
before the finalization of an agreement by the end of 
this month between Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan and 
the Azeri oil consoruum. 

A working group which is made up of the four is 
working on a mutually satisfactory wording for the 
agreement which will be signed on Feb. 27. The four 
will meet on Feb. 22 to put the finishing touches to the 


accord that is scheduled to be signed. 
Turkey insists that there are five basic guarantees that 
must be satisfied for the Turkish financing of a $250 


million project for a pipeline that would carry Azeri 
early oil to Supsa, a temporarily- installed port on the 
Black Sea coast of Georgia. 

The issues are as follows: 

-AS a matier of domestic legislation, the project — 
which includes building part of the pipeline from 
scratch and reforming part of an already existing one 
through Azerbaijan, must cither be carried out by a 
Turkish company or a consortium dominated by Turkish 
companies. 

-The Turkish move for the financing of the project is 


Therefore, there should be explicit reference to that aim 
in the accord. 


-The pipeline, which is planned for transporting carly 
oil, should not have a capacity of more than 6 million 
tons of oil. 


-It should be made clear in the agreement that Turkey 
will get the oil from the pipeline — which will be the 
return for the financing provided by Turkey. 
Consequently, what is technically known as “through- 
pul guarantee,” namely an assurance that there would 
be a steady flow of oil in the pipeline for at least eight 
years, must be given to Turkey. 


According to Turkish officials, it would be wrong to 
consider those as “strict preconditions” that could not 
be debated. But he ruled out the possibility that Turkey 
would want to make a “severe compromise.” 
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“Turkish insistence on these issues is what we have said 
from tie very beginning. They are not a surprise to our 
partners,” said a senior Turkish official. 

The accord to be signed with Georgia comes after 
the international consortium, in which Turkey's staic 
petroleum company TPAO has a 6.75 percent share, 
had come up with a compromise formula on Oct. 9 that 
would satisfy Turks, Russians and Georgians. Under this 
formula, “early oi!” from the wells in Azerbaijan would 
be piped initially via two pipelines; one from Baku 
through Russia to the Black Sea port of Novorossiysk 
and the other through Georgia. 


“Early oil” is a term used to designate the limited 
amount of petrol of up to 5 million tons per year to 
be extracted from three Azeri oilfields in the Caspian 
and to be exported for up to eight years. 

Turkey's interest in the project lies in its hope that 
the oil, which would come to the Black Sea port of 
Supsa, will be the beginning of its long-advocated Baku- 
Ceyhan route. 


“What is important for us is that there is a route 
to Georgia,” said Professor Emre Gonensay, the chief 
adviser of the prime minister. “The realization of the 
Baku-Georgia route is the starting point for the Georgia- 
Ceyhan route.” 

Moreover, acceptance of the Georgian route will create 
“the first system independent of the Russian pipeline 
network for transporting the region's oil to Western 
markets,” Foreig:s Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel said 
of the project previously. 

Turkish officials have also calculated that if the early 
oil goes solely through the Russian pipeline, it would 
draw Western capital to the renovation and repair of that 
pipeline. 

Given those concerns, Ankara had previously wooed 
the consortium and Azerbaijan by submitting a last- 
minute proposal which said that Ankara would “pledge 
to buy the totality of the early oil at market prices,” and 
guarantecing coverage of the $250-million cost. It has 
also pledged to cover the pipeline’s operational safety. 


In a recently announced move, Turkey has said it will 
build a refinery near its castern Black Sea port of 
Trabzon for the early oil. 


On the other hand, Turkish officials say that the Russian 
pipeline is in worse shape than Moscow has let on. But 
Gespite that, says Turkish officials, there is a pipeline 
there which can be used ahead of a new one. 


In this context, Turkey is expected to be “more relaxed” 
on the concept of “simultaneous flow” of oil than it 
initially was. 
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“Exact simultaneity is not possible. What we understand 
from thal is a guarantee that both pipelines will start 
more or last [as published) at the same time,” a senior 
Turkish official said. 


Iikham Aliyev, vice<hairman of the Azerbaijani state 
oil company SOCAR, said the first 5 million tons 
of annual production would be pumped through the 
Russian pipeline to the Black Sea port of Novorossiysk. 
Ankara’s reaction to this declaration has been muted. 


The two pipelines chosen for the early oil will have a 
total capacity of 25 million tons annually. 


The first oil was due to start flowing in the second half 
of 1996, but this is now postponed until] 1997. 


Briush Petroleum and Amoco hold the largest stakes in 
the 12- member consortium, which also includes SO- 
CAR, the Turkish company TPAO, LUKoil of Russia, 
Pennzoil, Ramco, Unocal, Statoil, McDermott, Delta 
and Exxon. 


Just the Beginning 


The final decision on the Caspian oil, which has got 12 
oil companies investing a total of $8 billion to develop, 
will be made in June 1997. 


“At this point in time there is a preference to see the 
final destination of this oil go to the port of Ceyhan and 
inio the Mediterranean over Turkey,” Terry Adams told 
reporters in October, after the consortium decision. 


The pipeline will probably be the start of a future Baku- 
Ceyhan pipeline and might aiso be the first stage in a 
future Tengiz-Baku- Ceyhan pipeline that would take 
Kazakh crude to world markets. 


But Turkish officials are still skepucal despite the vocal 
support of the United States whose companies make 
an important part of the consoruum, and of the Azeri 
government. “Everything is fuzzy in the world of oil,” 
said a Turkish official, remembering acutely that the 
former president of Azerbaijan, Abulfaz Elcibey, was 
toppled a few days before he would have finalized the 
Turkish route for Azeri oil. 


Despite rhetoric on cooperation from both Moscow and 
Ankara, the Turco-Russian wrestling over oil is still not 
finished. 


Ankara holds the trump card of controlling the Straits, 
the only opening from the Black Sea to the big seas 
Turkey hias imposed new traffic rules and made it known 
that it was not going to allow a drastically increased 
amount of oil tankers through the Turkish straits due to 
security concerns regarding Istanbul, Turkey's largest 
city of 12 million. 
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Russia, for its part, threatens all Caspian oil projects 
it does not favor on the pretext that the status of the 
Caspian Sea should be redefined in the wake of the 
former Soviet Union's collapse. The last agreement on 
the Caspian was signed by the Soviet Union and Iran in 
1946. 


Turkey: Turkish-Syrian Disputes Examined 
96ESO062C Istanbul NOKTA in Turkish 13 Jan 96 
pp 56-59 


[Article by Baris Doster: “The Turkish-Syrian Dispute 
as Part of the Middle East Peace Process: The Problem 
Hinges on Water”) 


(FBIS Translated Text) While Turkey remains preoc- 
cupied with debating the results of the 24 December 
elections and the various coalition possibilities, foreign 
policy has been marked by busy and tumultuous days. 
This tumult has been evident with regard to not only 
the customs union and Europe but also on the water 
problem with Syria. This is because the most important 
problem of the Middle East, which has embarked on an 
encouraging peace process despite all the complex and 
seemingly intractable difficulties, stems from real water, 
not from “watery [trivial] factors.” Turkey and Syria top 
the list of countries thal are most severely at odds over 
water. 


Syria, with which we share the longest border, is among 
our most problematic neighbors. Turkish-Syrian rela- 
tions have always been generally strained. In the words 
of our elders, Syria has pursued a policy that has made 
a habit of protestation. Uneasy about Turkey's moves to 
assert itsel’, Syria appears to have developed very good 
relations with Greece in recent years. Currently, Syria 
is being watched closely to see what its posture will be 
vis-a-vis Turkey within the framework of the Middle 
East peace process. 


The problems between Syria and Turkey center primar- 
ily on three issues. The oldest of these is the Hatay 
question. The Syrians have always insisted that Hatay 
belongs to them and sometimes include that province 
within Syrian borders in maps they print. They know 
very well and acknowledge thal nothing can come out 
this venture. Even so, they have nct shirked from using 
this issue as material for internal politics to keep the 
people's attention focused on it. That has occasionally 
led to tensions between the iwo countries. Al a meeting 
in Washington organized by the American Peace Insti- 
tute in June 1994, Syrian speakers argued that Hatay 
was unjustly transferred by France to Turkey, demon- 
strating that they want to keep the issue alive. Turkish 
experts attending the meeting were astonished by the 
Syrians’ undiplomatic style and the messages they con- 


TURKEY 27 


veyed. Most recently, Syrian firms participating in the 
Izmir Trade Fair distribuiceJ brochures featuring maps 
that showed Hatay inside Syria's borders. That creaied 
tension between the two countries. Turkish authorities 
had the brochures confiscated and summoned the Syrian 
ambassador to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to protest 
the incident. 


The second historic dispute with Syria stems from waiter 
Turkey believes that Syria is creating a confrontation 
over water. Before signing a final agreement on how 
much water Syria will receive, Turkey wants Damascus 
to create an environment satisfactory to Turkey on the 
issue of the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] and 
to pledge not to raise the issues of Hatay and the 
PKK ever again. The general aridity of the region ts 
highlighted by the dispute between the two countrics 
over the waters of the Euphrates. Water resources in the 
Middle East are limited, and these resources have been 
dwindling rapidly. Indeed, the three most important 
problems of the region, which is the birthplace of 
three monotheistic religions, stem from water, oil, and 
sectarian differences. 


Another attribute of the region is that the countries 
that have oil have no water, and those that have water 
have no oil. Syria, however, has neither enough oil 
nor enough water for its needs. Furthermore, immgation- 
based agriculture occupies an important place in the 
country’s economy. In fact, Syria's paucity in water 
lies at the root of all the problems between Turkey and 
Syria. Syria has insisted that more water be released into 
its territory from the Euphrates. It has claimed that the 
three dams—Keban, Karakaya, and Ataturk—Turkey 
has built on the Euphrates were targeted against its 
interests and that these dams have substantially reduced 
the water flowing into its territory. The truth is that 
Turkey releases the surplus water from these dams to 
Syria without asking for anything in return. Moreover. 
it 18 virtually impossible for Turkey to cui off abrupuly 
the water it has supplied for centuries and to contro! the 
entire flow of water. This is impossible for humaaitanan 
and legal reasons. However, Syria, which tried to Diock 
the international financing of GAP [Southeast Anatolia 
Project] for years, is now playing the PKK card against 
the project. Arguing that the water if is rece. ving is pot 
sufficient and that its population is growing very rapidly, 
Syria is skeptical that Turkey will not use water as a 


weapon 


Another problem with Syria stems from the terrorist 
organization, PKK. Syria wants to retain the PKK as a 
trump card or even as a vehicle for blackmail against 
water. By allowing the PKK to find shelter in the al- 
Biga’ Valley, which it controls, Syria has used tha! 
organization as a threat against Turkey It has used it 
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the 
second round of talks that were held between 3 and 
5 January. Syria is on the U.S. list of countries that 
“support terrorism” and is, consequently, ineligible to 
benefit from US. aid programs. 


more equitably and to use them more productively. 


The peace process that has been started with great 
efforts in recent years also stipulates a settlement as 


thal receive it downstream are suspicious of each other. 
While the countries on the downstream end of the 
water fear thai the countries controlling the sources may 
change the supply, the countries at the sources of the 
are busy thinking about ways of doing exactly 
ing their neighbors know about it. 
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Israeli-occupied Golan Heights with anyone. Given the 
highly positive development of Turkish-Isracli relauons 
in recent years, Israel's posture on the water issue is of 


Crisis of Confidence 


A report entitied “GAP and Turkish-Syrian Relations” 
by Colonel Yasar Cihansiz was published in the Septem- 
ber 1995 issue of the journal STRATEJI with the per- 
mission of the Office of the Chief of the General Stuff. 
The report states that relations between the two coun- 
tries are marked by a crisis of confidence. Pointing out 
that relations between the two countries remain under 
the shadow of the “water-PKK-Hatay” equation, the re- 
port states that Turkey is not so rich in water resources 
and thal many Cities in western Turkey suffer from water 


shortages. It adds that Turkey would hold the advantage 
in all areas in any war that might erupt over water. 


However, Syria's insistence of raising the water issuc 
again in recent days has put Turkey in a difficult po- 
sition. The successes of the Turkish Foreign Ministry 
notwithstanding, the uncertainty in Turkey's domestic 
politics has emboldened the Damascus government. As 
a result, Syria has raised the water issue on various inter- 
national and regional platforms. The foggy atmosphere 
surrounding Turkey's domestic politics and delays asso- 
ciated with that atmosphere have emboldened Damascus 
to take fresh steps. Turkey gained the initiative on wa- 
ter policy after the visit then Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demire! paid to Damascus in carly 1993. However, to- 
day it seems far removed from that position. Since 1993, 
Syria has been getting 700 cubic meters per second of 
water, instead of the S00 cubic meters per second it 
received earlier, from the Euphrates. Even so, it has ar- 


gued that “Turkey is restricting the flow of water.” 


Turkey, on the other hand, has not used the trump card 
and the bargaining advantage it holds. Separating the 
issues Of water and terrorism, Turkey has waited for the 
steps Syria will take on terrorism. One Foreign Ministry 
official who requested to remain anonymous said on 
this issue: “Syria claims that the PKK is banned on its 
territory and that many of its members are jailed. We 
know that is not so. PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan lives 
in Damascus, and Syria has used him as a means of 
leverage against us on the issue of water. We do not 
want to establish any linkage between terrorism and 
water. One is an illegal activity, while the other is a 
problem thal may exist between any two countries.” 


Seyfi Tashan, president of the Foreign Policy Institute, 
said that he observes very strong pressure on Syria. as 
part of the peace process, to renounce terrorism Tashan 
continued: “The quantity of water Turkey releases into 
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Syria is enough for at least the next 20 years. In fact it 
may be more tan enough.” Meanwhile, Ismail Soysal, 
a retired ambassador who served in Damascus between 
1953 and 1955, said that Syria's suppor for the PKK is 
incompatible with law, humanity, and good neighborly 
relations and that it is a hosule posture. He pointed out 
that Syria is using the PKK as a vehicle for blackmail 
Professor Mesut Onen, a member of the faculty of 
the School of Political Sciences ai Istanbul University, 
said on this issue: “The dams make the utilization of 
water more productive, and that is in Syria's interests 
Consequently, Syria must thank us and contribute to the 
financing” 


In conclusion, the problem between Syria and Turkey 
stems from Syria's demand for more water, and Syria 
wants to retain terrorism as a trump card against Turkey 
While it remains unknown how long Syria will persist 
in this posture within the fi .mework of the Middle East 
peace process, Turkey has to extricate itself out of its 
fruidess internal political feuds, pay attention to foreign 
policy, and take more effective steps in that area 


[Box, p 57] 


‘Incompatible With Law’ 
Ismail Soysal, retired ambassador and director general 


of the Foundation for Middle East and Balkan Studies, 
commented on the issue to NOK TA 


“There are two major problems between us and Syria 
One is the PKK issuc, and the other is the water 
question. Syria became a patron of the PKK one year 
after « surfaced. In addition, Syria remained under 
Russian influence for many years. Our relations with 
Syria have always been strained. Syria's current stance 
cannot be condoned of tolerated in any way. First, 
supporting the PKK, a terrorist organization, harbonng 
it On One's territory against a neighboring siaic, is 
compatible with neither international law nor good 
neighborly relations. This is a complete provocation. It 
is a hostile posture against us. No state can justify it 
Even members of the Arab League have not approved 


such postures, although they have not condemned Syria 
directly. 


“Syria has been at odds with Irag since its establishment 
Both states want to be the leaders of Arab unity In other 
words, there is 80 unity among the Arabs. Syria wants 
to pressure and Diackmail us through the PKK to obtain 
water. Syria is obligated not to patronize the PKK on its 
own merit. Today, Syria would agree to even 90 percent 
of the water [it gets), but it wants a final agreement 
Syria has also argued that its population is growing a 
44 percent. | find that number cxaggeraicd. but that 
figure is of no consequence to us. This is their probiem 
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There is no international agreement on how much water 
should be released to neighboring countries, but there 
is a move in that direction. The fundamental probiem 
we have with Syria is over water. They have forgotien 
about the Hatay issue. They keep it on the agenda to 
win the support of their people.” 


[Box, p $7] 
‘A Resolute Policy’ 


Foreign Minister Deniz Baykal made the following 
Statement with regard to Turkey's policy on this issuc 


“As with all our neighbors, we want to develop our 
relations with Syria on the basis of mutual respect for 
the territorial integrity, sovereignty, and independence 
of the two countries. We have always demonstrated our 
goodwill on this issue. We continue our constructive 
efforts to allow Syria to utilize to some extent the water 
springing from Anatolia. For years we have lived with 
Syria as neighbors side by side without any troubles 
or crises within a framework of mutual understanding 
and cooperation. Turkey has not been the cause of any 
of Syria's problems. On the contrary, for years Turkey 
has worked to help Syria's prosperity, happiness, and 
development. Our understanding on water has becn 
one of sharing. There have been occasional problems 
and uneasiness. However, we have pursued resolutely 
a policy aimed at releasing to Syria more water than i 
needs 


Syria has felt uneasy from the first day Turkey began to 
build dams on the Euphrates. Events have demonstrated 
that there are no grounds for such anxicty. Most 
recently, there were problems during the construction 
of the Ataturk Dam. However, Turkey, taking into 
account Syria's interests as well, has done what was 
imcumbent upon it. Now, Turkey is slowly moving 
toward projects on the Tigris. There seems to be a new 
wave of anxicty on that issue. It appears thai there is 
some misunderstanding and anxicty on the part of Syria 
im connection with the construction of the Bilecek [as 
transliterated) Dam and that Syria has taken steps to 
spread this anxiety to other countries and to cupress i 
together with them. These are not proper approaches 
Syria must never forget that it has to resolve this 
problem once again with Turkey's understanding and 
help 


‘We have always been very conscientious on this issue 
We will continue to demonstrate such consideration in 
the future. Turkey is still not utilizing its water resources 
fully. Our new projects in that area will be implemented 
im sequence. No one should feel uncasy shout that. We 
we open to enter into close cooperation with Syria 
and other regional states on the issue of water The 
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because we have been its neighbor. On the contrary, by 
being a good neighbor, Turkey is a of security.” 
(Box, p 58) 

“More Than Enough’ Water 


Seyfi Tashan, president of the Forcign Policy Institute, 
outlined his views to DUNYA: 

“Syria has embarked on a peace process with Israel. 
Within the framework of this process Syria has been 
subject to very strong pressures to renounce terrorism. 


receive aid support from the West. The PKK has 
been the only trump card in Syria's hand against Turkey 
ht does not want to give up that card without receiving 


something in return. It hopes to win the Western world 
to its side in exchange for giving up that card. It also 
wants to commit Turkey to guarantee a certain quantity 


indispensable prerequisite for peace with Israci. Syria 
wants to win concessions from Turkey by enlisting 


| releases into Syria 
is cnough for at least 20 years. In fact it may be more 


? 
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than enough. Nor can Syria do anything on the Hatay 
issue. Syria is a very small state compared to Turkey 
it can only annoy Turkey. It cannot pose any senous 
security threat outside that. lt may make threats ut lower 
levels, but it cannot win anythiag from thal” 


(Box, p 59} 


‘They Must Thank Us’ 


Professor Mesut Onen, a member of the faculty of 
the School of Political Sciences at Istanbul University. 
expressed his views on this issuc: 


“The construction of the dams is in their interests 
because dams ensure the more productive utilization 
of water. In fact, they must thank us and contribute 
to the financing. There is the Euphrates, the Tigris. 
and other rivers. Until now all countries from which 
these rivers passed have benefited from them within 
the framework of friendly good neighborly relations 
None of them ever complained because their needs were 
being met. The real problem rests in the determination of 
how these waters will be used in terms of technology 
Syria may not be satisfied even if you give them al! 
the water. However, if it uses the water in conjunction 
with dams and similar regulatory mechanisms that arc 
compatible with modern technology, then the water i! 
receives currently would be more than enough 


“The purpose of this recalcitrant behavior by Syria is 
to make terror an clement of bargaining. There is much 
evidence that Syria is harboring terrorist organizations 
that annoy Turkey. Turkey's attitude has been: “This 
cannot be a bargaining issuc. Whai is al issue is 
the utlization of water. As in the past, it can be 
regulated in a manner that is compatible with modern 
technology and meets needs. It is thought that when 
dams are built the supply of water will decline. On 
the contrary, the construction of dams ensures more 
productive utilization of water. The construction of 
dams is in their interests also. Although they must thank 
us, they are doing exactly the opposite. This behavior 
has political causes, or perhaps stems out of a desire to 
win more concessions in the Middle East.’ 
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